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ACT ONE Pisa and its surroundings, seventeenth century. Riccardo, a dissolute young 
man, has fled Lucca with his inseparable friend Rodimarte Bombarda.Together they stop 
to visit Flamin- io, Riccardo’s uncle, because they want to ask him for money for their 
wanderings. Leonora, who has been seduced and abandoned by Riccardo, goes to Pisa 
to look for him. Once she arrives, she faints in front of the house of Flaminio’s betrothed, 
Cornelia, who rescues her and takes her in. Doralice, Cornelia’s niece, then also arrives at 
her aunt’s house in search of Riccardo, since he has promised to marry her. The group is 
completed by Erminio, Leonora’s brother who is in love with Doralice. Leonora and 
Doralice soon realise that they are in love with the same man. For Riccardo Leonora is 
water under the bridge, and now he wants to have fun with Doralice. Meanwhile, 
Rodimarte takes an interest in the maid Rosina.

ACT TWO Erminio discovers that in addition to having dishonored his sister, Riccardo has 
also stolen his beloved Doralice. Flaminio and Cornelia are perplexed by the growing 
tension among the young people. Cornelia is curious to understand more, while Flaminio 
only wants to woo Rosina in peace, and is furious when he finds her with Rodimarte. At the 
same time, Cornelia discovers Flaminio and Rosina. Leonora tries to convince her beloved 
to return with her, but Riccardo refuses to listen and asks Doralice to flee with him and 
Rodimarte. Erminio also tries to win back Doralice, but without success.

ACT THREE 
Now out of his mind, Erminio is determined to take revenge on Riccardo, who is 
instead preparing to leave with Doralice and Rodimarte. The latter wants Rosina to 
join them, but once again he is surprised by Flaminio; Cornelia also joins the fight. 
From inside the house the sound of swords can be heard, and Riccardo comes out 
wounded. Doralice and Leonora try to stop Erminio, but everyone calms down when 
Riccardo repents and asks Leonora for forgiveness, promising to marry her. As 
honour triumphs, Doralice also repents and returns to Erminio, Flaminio and Cornelia 
make peace and Rodimarte and Rosina declare their reciprocal love.


